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COSTA  RICA. 

By  Consul  Bonjcuiin  F.  Chase,  San  Jose. 

Costa  Rica  is  the  most  southerly  of  the  Central  American  Repub- 
lics, extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  Avith  Cocos 
Island  as  its  outlying  possession.  It  lies  between  Nicaragua  and 
Panama.  A  considerable  area  of  the  country  is  high  table-land  with 
a  temperate  climate,  but  the  land  along  the  coast  is  low,  with  tropi- 
cal vegetation  and  a  strictly  tropical  climate. 

Politically  Costa  Rica  is  divided  into  seven  Provinces,  namely, 
Alajuela,  Cartago,  Guanacaste,  Heredia,  Limon,  Puntarenas,  and 
San  Jose.  Each  Province  has  as  its  chief  executive  officer  a  gover- 
nor, appointed  by  the  president  of  the  Republic. 

The  country  was  seriously  alfected  during  1917  by  curtailed  ship- 
ping, which  shut  off  many  of  the  world's  markets.  Economic  condi- 
tions were  worse  at  the  end  of  the  j^ear  than  at  the  beginning.  No 
public  works  were  undertaken,  except  the  erection  of  barracks,  and 
no  plans  seem  to  have  been  made  for  future  development  in  general 
lines. 
Conditions  Favor  Agriculture. 

In  general  Costa  Rica  has  such  good  climate  and  rich  soil  that  it 
should  be  made  a  true  garden  spot.  Its  lowlands  are  prolific  in  the 
production  of  bananas,  cocoa,  coconuts,  and  other  tropical  products. 
Higher  up  and  extending  over  a  wide  area,  coffee  and  cane  are 
largely  grown.  On  the  table-lands  corn  and  potatoes  and  similar 
temperate-zone  products  grow  well.  Fruits  which  require  a  period 
of  rest  each  3'ear,  as  peaches  and  similar  fruits,  do  not  grow  well  here 
or  have  an  agreeable  flavor. 

A  variety  of  fiber  plants  grow  wild  in  this  Republic,  and  they  are 
beginning  to  be  extensively  cultivated. 

Another  product  which  is  easily  and  cheaply  produced  in  Costa 
Rica  is  the  castor  bean.  The  plant  grows  wild  in  much  of  the  coun- 
trj.  and  bears  well  in  the  wild  state.  It  begins  to  bear  after  six 
months  and  continues  bearing  from  four  to  six  years. 

Coffee  continues  the  most  valuable  production  of  the  higher  lands 
of  the  Provinces  of  San  Jose,  Heredia,  and  Alajuela.  The  quantity 
of  coffee  shipped  to  the  United  States  during  the  past  year  was 
almost  4,.'300,000  pounds  more  than  to  the  British  Islands,  but  the 
value  was  considerably  less. 
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Altlioiigli  rice  grows  Avell  here  on  both  dry  and  wet  hinds,  it  was 
found  necessary  in  1917  to  import.  3,G8C,17T  pounds  of  this  im- 
portant food  product  to  aid  in  feeding  less  than  455,000  inhabitants. 

Costa  Rica  has  all  the  raAv  material  that  is  necessary,  except  that 
for  containers,  to  develop  a  profitable  business  in  canned  fruits 
and  A'egetables.  The  list  of  native  and  cultivated  fruits  is  long  and 
contains  many  which  would  be  in  demand,  if  the  waj'  is  found  to 
preserve  the  flavor. 

The  capacity  of  the  sugar  refineries  of  the  Republic  is  given  as 
7,000  tons  per  year.  In  addition  to  the  large  cane  plantations  and 
sugar  refineries,  practicall}^  every  farm  has  its  patch  of  cane  which 
is  used  as  feed  for  oxen  and  horses;  many  have  a  small,  homemade 
cane-griuding  mill  and  vats  for  boiling  the  sap,  which  is  molded 
into  foi'uis  as  dulce.  This  is  used  for  domestic  consumption  and 
also  sold  on  the  local  market. 

Mining"  an  Important  Industry. 

The  second  industry  of  importance  in  Costa  Eica  is  that  of  gold 
and  silver  mining  on  the  Pacific  slope.  The  mines  vary  in  size  and 
importance  and  give  direct  employment  to  approximately  1,200 
men,  those  occup3'ing  the  chief  positions  being  Americans,  as  the 
mines  are  generally  American  owned.  The  Abangarez  gold  field  is  well 
equipped,  has  a  stamp  mill  of  GO  stamps,  and  a  cyanide  plant.  The 
lai'gest  of  the  mines  has  a  depth  of  about  400  feet  to  the  lowest  level 
now  worked.  Other  levels  are  being  opened  and  other  strata  of  ore 
being  found.  The  ore  from  this  mine  is  carried  to  the  stamp  mill, 
a  distance  of  6,400  feet,  by  an  aerial  rail  line,  which  has  carried 
7,000  tons  of  dry  ore  a  month.  This  mine  is  being  worked  at  a 
profit  because  of  the  low  standard  of  wages  prevailing  in  Costa  Rica. 
Other  mines  of  some  importance  are  the  Aguacate,  La  Union,  and 
La  Trinidad.  Mining  has  been  carried  on  here  for  about  40  years, 
and  it  is  the  opinion  of  some  that  a  further  like  period  will  be  re- 
quired to  exhaust  the  supply  of  ore.  The  cyanide  is  procured  in 
Scotland  now,  and,  owing  to  inability  to  secure  sufficient  flint  rock 
or  small,  round  stone  from  France,  native  stone  is  being  used  in  the 
crushing  plant,  which  does  not  serve  as  well. 

Mining  of  mariganese  in  the  Guanacaste  section  has  been  developed 
more  rapidlj^  This  industry  now  employs  between  300  and  400 
men.  Exports  of  the  ore  began  Avith  a  value  of  $39,499  in  i91G  and 
increased  to  $168,997  in  1917.  Deposits  are  found  in  many  i^arts  of 
Guanacaste  and  other  operations  are  under  way  or  in  prospect. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  develop  the  coal  found  in  the  Telamanca 
region,  but  the  cost  of  transportation  prevented  its  being  available 
for  local  use.  Other  coal  is  alleged  to  have  been  found  in  the  region 
near  San  Jose,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  in  commercial  quantities. 

Some  oil  prospecting  was  done  during  1917,  but  no  practical  re- 
sults have  been  announced. 

Denouncements  for  sulpluu',  copper,  and  other  mineral  products 
Avere  made  during  the  year.  Should  any  of  these  exist  in  commer- 
cial quantities,  the  lack  of  transportation  facilities  makes  their  de- 
ATlopment  unlikely. 

Local  mines  have  been  running  short  on  equipment,  and  when 
conditions  become  normal  again  there  Avill  be  an  increased  demand 
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for  such  things  as  machinery,  wire  rope,  mining  tools,  mining  Lamps, 
and  electrical  equipment. 

Lumbering  Operations. 

During  the  past  j'ear  lumbering  was  not  carried  on  to  the  usual 
extent.  AVliile  there  are  more  than  300  sawmills  in  the  country,  only 
about  25  are  in  active  operation  and  about  half  of  these  are  fairly 
modern  in  equipment.  Approximately  800  men  are  employed  in 
this  business  in  all  of  its  phases.  The  production  of  cedar,  mahogany, 
etc.,  for  export  was  3,000.000  feet,  board  measure,  and  a  like  quantity 
was  consumed  locally.  Owing  to  the  high  prevailing  rate  of  ex- 
change, it  was  found  profitable  to  export  fustic,  and  G,000  tons  were 
exported  in  1917.  This  was  paid  for  by  the  importer  in  gold,  and 
the  labor  paid  in  colons,  with  no  advance  in  the  wage  scale.  With 
normal  exchange  the  exportation  of  ch'ewoods  at  a  fair  profit  will  not 
be  possible.  Approximately  1,000  tons  of  cocobolo  (hardwood)  Avas 
exported. 

Kecently  attention  has  been  given  here  to  balsa  wood,  some  of  which 
has  been  regularly  exported.  Owing  to  the  demand  for  this  Avood, 
large  areas  are  being  planted,  and  quite  an  important  industry  may 
later  be  developed. 

Finance  and  Banking. 

The  income  for  the  Xational  Government  from  all  sources  for  the 
year  1917  was  0,859,353  colons,  as  against  7,530,237  colons  in  1916. 
The  expenditures  were  12,373,675  colons,  or  5,514,322  colons  in  excess 
of  the  receipts.  The  average  rate  of  exchange  on  New  York  for  the 
year  1916  was  3.54:  colons  per  dollar  and  in  1917, 4.77  colons  per  dollar. 
No  reduction  is  made  of  the  above  amounts  because  the  transactions 
were  internal.  The  purchasing  power  of  the  colon  had  fallen,  but 
not  in  comparison  with  the  difference  in  foreign  exchange. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  foreign  debt  amounted  to  30,776,784 
colons  and  the  interior  debt  to  19,522,948  colons,  a  total  of  50,299,732 
colons.  The  English  loan  remains  the  same  as  in  1916 — that  is, 
1,586,660  pounds  sterling  ($7,721,481)  with  interest  paid.  The 
French  loan  in  1916  was  34,715,000  francs  ($6,699,995);  this  was 
reduced  during  1917  to  34,415,000  francs  ($6,642,095).  The  national 
debt  has  been  increasing  at  the  rate  of  approximately  $1,000,000 
every  four  years  until  1917,  when  it  was  increased  approximately 
$2,000,000  for  the  year. 

Costa  Rica  has  five  banks — Anglo  Costarricense,  founded  in  1863 ; 
the  Banco  de  Costa  Rica,  founded  in  1877;  the  Banco  Mercantil  de 
Costa  Rica,  founded  in  June,  1908 ;  the  Banco  Internacional  de  Costa 
Rica,  founded  in  November,  1914,  by  the  Government;  and  a  branch 
of  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  opened  in  August,  1915.  There  are 
also  some  private  banking  institutions.  The  estimated  mortgage 
loans  of  the  country  are  between  $2,000,000  and  $2,500,000  and  other 
loans  from  $3,500,000  to  $4,000,000.  The  combined  capital  of  the 
four  banks,  not  including  the  Royal  Bank  of  Canada,  is  $3,157,350, 
and  the  combined  deposits  are  $2,000,000.  The  interest  rate  is 
generally  10  per  cent  per  annum,  although  many  loans  are  made  at 
12  per  cent  and  more.  Interest  is  paid  on  various  classes  of  deposits 
from  3  to  8  per  cent. 
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The  constantly  fluctuating  rate  of  excliange  for  tlie  year,  rising 
from  about  o.G5  colons  per  dollar  in  January  to  above  '5.30  in  De- 
cember, prevented  unnecessary  foreign  buying,  as  the  custom  of  time 
payment  made  it  uncertain  as  to  the  rate  for  the  purchase  of  drafts. 
This  resulted  in  some  of  the  stores  adopting  the  dollar  rate  for  sales, 
based  on  the  excliange  of  the  day,  some  covering  by  buying  drafts 
at  once. 

Ship  Movements  Reduced. 

According  to  official  statistics,  oTT  vessels  of  T0i.8i)3  tons  entered 
Costa  Eican  ports  in  1017,  compared  with  43o  vessels  of  849,255  tons 
in  191G.  At  Pu.ntarenas  12G  vessels  of  148,092  tons  arrived  in  1917, 
as  compared  with  114  vessels  of  130,342  tons  in  191G;  at'  Port  Limon, 
327  of  G35,260  tons,  compared  with  282  of  71G,017  tons  in  191G :  and 
at  Colorado  Bar  (Ilio  San  Juan  del  Norte),  124  ships  of  11.541  tons 
in  1917,  against  37  of  2,89G  tons  in  191G. 

The  reduction  in  tonnage  of  ships  touching  at  Costa  liican  ports 
since  the  war  is  shown  by  the  comparison  of  shippino-  statistics  for 
1917  Avith  those  for  1913:  At  Puntarenas  79  ships  o^f  1G7,915  tons 
arrived  in  1913.  and  126  ships  of  148,092  tons  in  1917 ;  at  Port  Limon, 
574  ships  of  1,308,895  tons  in  1913,  and  327  ships  of  G35,260  tons  in 
1917;  at  Colorado  Bar.  50  ships  of  2,105  tons  in  1913  and  124  ships 
of  11,541  tons  in  1917.     The  size  of  the  ships  seems  much  reduced. 

Some  small  boats  were  built  at  Puntarenas  during  the  year. 

Imports  and  Exports  by  Principal  Countries. 

In  the  accompanying  table  are  shown  the  value  and  weight  of  the 
chief  articles  imported  into  and  exported  from  Costa  liica  during  the 
past  two  years,  and  the  principal  countries  of  origin  and  destination: 


Art,  ides. 

1910 

1917 

Kilos. 

Value. 

Kilos. 

Value. 

IlIPOKIS. 

79,240 
79,246 

SCS,218 

68,218 

181,235 

171,757 

131,118 

38,153 

90,614 

6,447 

6,447 

657,447 

416, 758 

155,014 

25,302 

28,128 

215, 749 

177,514 

4,600 

112, 746 

101.716 

488;  660 

470,670 

174,304 

172,610 

29,914 

5, 737 

24,177 

142,859 

122,076 

262 

262 

.53,862 
.59,862 

839  510 

United  States 

39, 51t) 

Cattle  and  other  animals 

126  461 

123,599 

Coffee 

408, 466 

143, 2  « 

256,076 

64,032 

64,092 

604,653 

-  442,622 

103,642 

18;SS8 

18,947 

SO?,  485 

728,418 

56,895 

257,429 

235,228 

6, 782, 120 

o;  662, 285 

60O, 605 

680, 520 

682,471 

4,5, 420 

637,051 

1.511,312 

i;341,717 

919 

919 

239,152 

67,393 

169,892 

218, 531 

218;  .531 

140,101 

66.023 

62;  567 

991 

4,727 

417,974 

377, 782 

29,325 

1.58,152 

147.902 

4,927,812 

4,835,344 

326,341 

308,813 

773, 441 

225, 579 

5.!7,SG2 

1,072,039 

1,564,453 

938 

938 

81,277 

United  States 

17,703 

Great  Britain 

63, 574 

Corn  meal .                .  . 

.14,966 
14, 966 

United  States  and  Panama 

•otton  goods 

274,590 

United  Stales 

123. 764 

Great  Britain 

128,104 

Italv 

2,115 

Finance 

13,170 

Drugs  and  ehcmicals 

147,366 

United  States  

114,145 

Great  Britain 

18, 579 

Electric  materials 

United  States 

70,001 
66,991 
559,289 

Fl  our 

United  States 

540, 146 

Lard 

125,945 

United  Stall  .s 

117,393 

rtaihvav  materiais. . 

489, 305 

United  St  ate-j 

211,188 

Panama 

278,117 

Rice 

154,906 

United  States 

134,640 

Wheat 

108 

United  Stales 

108 
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Articles. 


1916 


Kilos. 


Value. 


1917 


Kilos. 


Value. 


Bananas 

United  States. 
Great  Britain . 


Cacao . 


United  States.... 

Great  Britain 

Central  America. 


CoHec. 


United  States 

Great  Britain 

Gold  and  sii\-er 

United  States 

Hides,  cattle  and  deer. 

United  States 

Spain 

Lumber 

Cedar...-. 

United  States . 

Cocobolo 

United  States . 

Maliogany 

United  States. 

Other 

United  States. 

Rubber 

United  States 

Sugar . 


058,738 
300,052 
758,766 
793, 079 
2t5, 42S 
545, 662 
25, 701 
8t3,7S2 
105,711 
455, 885 


453.800 
399,767 
30,497 


, 799, 701 
,275,071 
424,836 
424,836 
105, 820 
105,820 


$1,077,313 

3,394,529 

1,282,784 

223,369 

65,041 

149, 226 

9, 102 

4,242,338 

1,789,842 

2,129,654 

1,006,949 

1,006,949 

161,775 

132, 494 

11,677 

51,213 

39, 528 

27,494 

4,432 

4,-f32 

1,899 

1,899 


1 8, 089, 515 

&  7, 942, 881 

6  139,639 

964,452 

734, 8.52 

112,184 

44,201 

12, 267, 203 

6,521,383 

4,923,491 


621,428 

578,375 
9.802 


United  States. 
Great  Britain. 


69,512 

69,512 

010,397 

861,254 

180 


65, 149 
65,149 
252,087 
241,058 
13 


4,060,2.53 

3,386,273 

1,076,871 

1,070,901 

196, 141 

176,141 

2,930,120 

2, 567, 296 

43, 401 

42,949 

3, 560, 507 

883, 722 

1,711,081 


$4,040,625 

3,693,440 

343,982 

281,40(i 

216,391 

29, 322 

14,356 

3,779,747 

1,497,404 

1,842,927 

1,021,029 

1,021,029 

308,275 

287, 530 

20, 730 

287, 200 

177,329 

136, 883 

38, 167 

37, 839 

8,450 

7,339 

03, 254 

,50, 135 

44,621 

44,268 

387, 168 

86,029 

178, 3.58 


6  Stems. 

Weights  are  given  in  the  above  table  in  kilo.s  of  2.204:0  pounds. 
A-^ahies  are  reduced  from  colons  at  tlie  legal  rate  of  $0,465,  that  being 
the  basis  of  reduction  as  made  by  the  Statistical  Office  of  Costa  Eica. 

Share  of  Each  Country  in  Costa  Rican  Trade. 

The  larger  part  of  both  the  import  and  the  export  trade  of  Costa 
Rica  is  with  the  United  States.  In  1917  that  country  furnished  69.48 
per  cent  of  imports  into  Costa  Rica  and  took  71.33  per  cent  of  the 
exports.  Great  Britain  came  second  with  12.63  per  cent  of  the  imports 
and  21.93  per  cent  of  the  exports.  The  origin  of  imports  and  the 
destination  of  exports  for  the  past  two  years  is  shown  by  percentages 
in  the  f ollovv'in<>;  table : 


('ountry. 


United  States 

Germany 

Great  Britain 

France 

Cential  America. . . 
Spanish  .\merica. . 

Italy 

Spain 

All  other  countries 

Total 


Imports  from. 


■  cent . 
70. 83 
.02 
11.97 
2.73 
3.39 
4.71 
1.89 
2.46 
2.00 


100.00 


1917 


Per 


cent. 

09.48 
.01 

12.63 
2.46 
3.87 
6.35 
1.50 
2.00 
1.70 


100. 00 


Exports  to. 


Per  cent . 
01. 43 


32.96 

.84 

1.13 

2.92 


.66 
.06 


iai7 


Per  cent. 
71.33 


21.93 

.28 


.15 
.10 


Products  Largely  Supplied  by  United  States. 

The  value  of  other  general  imports  was  as  follows  for  the  years 
1916  and  1917,  respectively:  Beer,  $33,342  and  $19,350;  cashmeres, 
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$70,134  and  $79,035 ;  cement,  $54,036  and  $46,910;  codfish,  $52,673  and 
$39,180;  hardware,  $33,969  and  $20,029;  industrial  materials.  $47,756 
and  $59,657;  industrial  oils,  $34,916  and  $16,396;  structural  iron, 
$97,040  and  $56,078;  lumber,  $30,421  and  $36,411;  leather,  $146,951 
and  $83,308;  machinery,  $150,904  and  $117,919;  paraffin,  $130,490 
and  $99,872;  leaf  tobacco,  $25,760  and  $31,413;  manufactured  tobac- 
co, $31,011  and  $25,611;  and  tools,  $32,308  and  $39,966. 

The  United  States  furnished  much  the  largest  proportion  of  all 
of  the  above  products  except  cashmere,  manufactured  tobacco,  and 
machinery  for  sugar  making.  Manufactured  tobacco  is  brought  from 
Jamaica  and  Cuba  and  most  of  the  machinery  from  Great  Britain. 
Declared  Exports  to  "United  States. 

The  only  export  to  the  United  States  invoiced  at  San  Jose  in  1917 
was  $1,468  Avorth  of  hides.  Eeturned  American  goods  were  valued  at 
$1,597  in  1916  and  $962  in  1917. 

Shipments  certified  at  the  consular  agency  at  Punta  Arenas,  San 
Jose  district,  for  the  United  States  during  the  past  two  years  were  as 
follows : 


Articles. 


Cedar  and  mahogany feet . 

Cocobolo  (rosewood) tons . 

ColTee pounds . 

Peerskins do . . . 

Gold. 


des pounds. 

Ma  liranese  ore tons. 

iv  libber pounds. 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1910 


Quantity.        Value 


1,0C9,480 

577 

7,718,507 

34,5C« 


228, 196 

1,305 

20,496 


$.31, 378 

0, 074 

939,  .543 

11,678 

9,327 

47, 563 

39, 499 

13, 647 

2,400 


1, 101, 169 


1917 


Quantity.        Value 


2,512,000 
1,.326 

8,244,881 
23, 568 


375, 779 
8,191 
5,727 


§119,256 

64, 449 

944,002 

27, 251 


104, 6C9 

168,997 

4.201 

13, 740 


1,446,565 


In  the  following  table  is  given  the  value  of  the  principal  com- 
modities declared  at  the  American  consulate  at  Port  Limon  for  ship- 
ment to  the  United  States  during  1916  and  1917 : 


Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Articles. 

1916 

1917 

Bananas 

S2, 281,  871 
739, 650 
54,682 
89,914 

$1,916,400 

348,825 

127,077 

69, 172 

15, 750 

Rubber 

$49,174 
241,058 
28, 3.55 

$22, 7SS 

Coll'ee 

Sugar 

84, 296 

Cocoa 

All  other  articles 

58,653 

Total 

Live  stojk 

3,484,704 

2,612,967 
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